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Getting You Back Home:  
A Step by Step Home Elevation Guide 

 

Introduction 

Are you interested in lifting your house?  Do you wonder how the process unfolds? 

In order to help you understand an elevation, we have created this helpful guide to 

take you through the project step by step. Each measure is critical to assure that the 

project runs as smoothly as possible.   

 

Here at Ben’s General Contracting we work tirelessly toward getting you home as 

quickly as possible. Our company features a state of the art office fully equipped 

with a team that will help you every step of the way. 

 

Before the Lift 

 Organize your Funds: Months before the lift begins, you should make sure you 

have the funds to complete the project.  For people that were unable to enter the 

New York Rising program, there is still hope; organizations such as FEMA can 

subsidize the cost through an array of grants. 

 Find an Architect: Finding the right architect can take some time.  You should 

look for someone who thoroughly understands the elevation process and will 

help you get the permits needed to start the job.  If you are having trouble 

finding the right architect, feel free to contact us and we can help you make the 

right decision. 

 Choose a Contractor: This is the most important step. Although price is an 

important concern, you should not underestimate the contractor’s experience, 

quality and integrity.  These will prove to be much more valuable than you 

think throughout the process.  

 Find a place to live: Leaving your home is hard, therefore you should look for a 

reasonable place to live that can cater to all of your needs.  Whether you have 

dogs or kids, every rental will have different pros and restrictions.  Since the 

choice is so difficult, we recommend that you find a place to live in advance. 

When the time comes to move out, you will be much more prepared to leave. 
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 Organize your Belongings: You will have to decide what comes with you, what 

needs to be stored, and what will stay.  This will not only require many 

decisions, but also much time moving belongings and storing valuables.   If you 

need help coordinating a transportable pod, we work closely with PODS to get 

you the storage you need. 

 Disconnect Utilities: Roughly a month before you set a date to move out, we 

contact your municipalities to schedule a utilities disconnect.  We deal with all 

municipalities and major companies on a daily basis.  Additionally, our team 

assists you with any problems or paperwork that comes your way 

 Move Out: Today is the day! You have followed all of the prior steps and are 

getting ready to walk out the door. The elevation process typically takes a 

minimum of 3 months depending on how much additional work is involved.  

For insurance purposes, only trained professionals are allowed on the site until 

it is safe.  With that said, we provide you with a detailed schedule of the process 

so you always know the progress of your project. Additionally, we assign a 

project manager to each customer to answer any question and help with every 

decision. 

 

During the Lift 

 Day One: This is where we come in. The team gets to work right away 

preparing for the lift. We cut holes in your foundation for the lift and dig down 

to the depth of the grade beam to set the cribs. 

 The Lift: The day the house goes up, we allow you to come and watch the 

excitement from a safe distance. Our lifters use a unified lifting system which 

lifts the entire house at the same rate, minimizing the chances of structural 

damage and cracking.  We elevate your house to a height which enables us to 

drive helical piles. 

 Concrete: After the house is up we remove the existing foundation, excavate the 

site, drive piles and pour a new foundation.  Most municipalities require as 

much as 30 days of curing before we can lower the house. In order to keep the 

job flowing we set steel and wood girders and begin the subgrade plumbing. 
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After the Lift 

 The Lowering: Once your house is lowered we remove the cribbing, jacks and 

temporary steel used during the lift.  Then, we bring in our carpenters to strap 

your house and patch the siding. At this time, we help you with utility 

reconnects and finish the plumbing.  

 Additional Work: After the lift is complete, we begin all of the additional 

construction. Our main priority is to get you back into the house. We focus on 

restoring the house to a functioning condition, then finishing the work to make 

your house a home again. Once everything is finished, we get all of the work 

inspected and signed off on.   Additionally, we assist you with any final New 

York Rising Inspections. 

 

Why Ben’s? 

Ben’s General Contracting is the largest lifting general contractor in Long Island. 

Since 2013, we have been working round-the-clock to restore the lives of those 

who were affected by Superstorm Sandy.  After numerous projects, we have been 

able to fine tune the house lifting process in order to get you back into your home 

as quick as possible.  We keep you informed throughout the entire project, 

providing you with a detailed schedule of the tasks each week. Feel free to check 

our records with the numerous satisfied customers of Long Island.  Although our 

work speaks in volume, our relationship with each and every customer truly 

differentiate us from the competition. 

 

To learn more, reach out to us at (516) 623-2945.  

 

 

 
 

 

 


